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League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund

1212 Guadalupe St. #107; Austin, TX 78701-1800

512/472-1100; fax 512/472-4114; e-mail lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRES

Downloadable version available at www.lwvtexas.org/questionnaire
The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund will adhere to these instructions.


1.
Your reply must be received by 12 midnight ON FRIDAY January 18, 2008. If your reply is not received by that date and time, the Voters Guide will be published with the words “No reply received” beside your name. EMAIL to:  lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org. 


PLUS, FAX (512/472-4114) a signed copy of the list of Questions and Responses to ensure SECURITY and ACCURACY. No late responses will be accepted.


2.
Your responses will NOT be edited for spelling, punctuation, or grammatical errors.


3.
Please: 



•
Do provide direct, relevant responses to the questions asked.



•
DO NOT REFER TO OPPONENTS. If your response to a question contains remarks about other persons or candidates, it will result in the deletion of your entire response to the question. Instead the words "Response does not meet criteria" will be printed.


4.
The word limits on the questionnaire are strictly adhered to. We will not print any part of your response beyond the word limit.  Our rules for counting words are:



a.
ALL words, numbers, and symbols are counted, including a, and, &, +, but, I, the.


b.
If numbers are used in a list (1., 2., 3. etc.), each number counts as a word.



c.
Abbreviations and acronyms (USA) count as one word, while UNITED STATES OF AMERICA counts as four words.



d.
Dates written as 1/12/04 count as one word, while January 12, 2004 counts as three words.



e.
Words combined by hyphens or slashes (up-to-the-minute; past/present) will be counted as separate words. The examples given would count as four words and two words.


5.
Please submit your responses in both Spanish AND English. All responses must be typewritten and double-spaced.  Spanish text must be a direct translation of the English text.


6.
Replies will be printed in a conventional upper- and lower-case format. Bold typeface, italics, underlining and ALL CAPITALS will be converted to standard format.


7.
Replies will be printed margin-to-margin in block paragraph form, not in outline or list format.  Please do not use bullet points.


8.
Keep a copy of the questionnaire and your response for your files.


9.
All replies and pictures become the property of LWV-TX Education Fund. The Voters Guide is copyrighted and may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the express permission of the League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund. 

10. Please send a photo (black and white/.jpg preferred) along with your response.  Electronic photos are preferred and may be emailed to:  lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org.  Mail hard copy to address below.

11. QUESTIONS? Contact the League of Women Voters of Texas at 512/472-1100; fax: 512/472-4114;    e-mail: lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org.

League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund

2008 Primary Election Voters Guide Questionnaire 

Return no later than:  12 midnight Sunday, JANUARY 18, 2008
Candidates Name (as printed on ballot) ____Dale Henry 
Party __Democratic___ Telephone___(512) 564-1448 _ Fax __(512) 564-1388
Campaign Contact ____Vince Leibowitz, (903) 705-2792 Title: Campaign Director
Campaign Address________________________________________________________
RAILROAD COMMISSIONER Candidate
Please describe the training and experience that qualify you for this office. 

(50 words)
1. What changes, if any, would you support to improve pipeline safety? (75 words)
In light of the explosions in recent years which have killed several Texans, I would propose: Improving the qualification & training of pipeline personnel; improving pipeline inspections and prevention practices; increase penalties for safety violators; invest in new technology to improve pipeline safety; provide whistleblower protection; improve compliance monitoring of gas companies with regard to pipeline replacement and repair.

“Voluntary” compliance by gas companies isn’t enough; the Commission must mandate replacement and compliance.
2. What measures would you support to decrease the state’s inventory of non-compliant delinquent (orphan) wells? (75 words)
I would propose changes in the permitting program which would ensure that enough revenue is collected through the permitting process to adequately fund and support the orphan well program. In addition, I believe changes are needed to outdated administrative regulations geared toward orphan wells to ensure that the plugging process is actually effective at protecting public safety and the environment and not merely cosmetic.
3. What measures should be taken to assure the safety of people and the environment when granting permits for oil and gas drilling? (75 words)
The entire permitting process and administrative regulations related to the permitting process should be reformed to give greater weight to environmental concerns and public safety issues. The practice of “rubber stamping” every single permit application received by the commission must stop, and the hearings process must be reformed from the top down to make it more citizen-friendly. Furthermore, the Commission should be barred from accepting contributions from the interests it regulates.
CANDIDATES STATEMENT:  I release for publication by the League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund, in print and online, my responses to this questionnaire, along with my photograph.

Candidate signature ____________________________________ Date ____________

Please verify that…

· The word count does not exceed stated limits for each question.

· Your response does not contain references to other candidates

· A black and white glossy photograph of yourself is enclosed or has been emailed (B/W or color)
· A signed copy of this questionnaire and the answers are faxed to the state League office (512/472-4114)

· Your answers to this questionnaire are emailed to the state League office (lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org)

If you have questions, please call or email:


League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund  


1212 Guadalupe #107, Austin, TX  78701


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org" �lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org�, 512/472-1100, 512/472-4114 fax








